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Palmetto
Fellows

hese students are the OPS Class of 2012 early Palmetto Fellows Scholars. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship is the state of

South Carolina’s highest academic scholarship. A student who ranks in the top 6% of his/her class at the end of the sophomore,

junior, or senior year, has a minimum SAT of 1200 or a minimum ACT of 27, and earns a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.5

will qualify for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. A student may be exempt from ranking in the top 6% and still qualify if he/
she reaches a minimum SAT of 1400 or an ACT of 32 and has a minimum cumulative GPA of 4.0 upon graduation.

Students who have accomplished the above will receive between $6700—$10,000 per year for an in-state college or university, depend-
ing on the student’s major, and assuming the student maintains a minimum 3.0 GPA each academic year while in college.

Pictured left to right: (top row) Avigeet Gupta, Elizabeth Glenn, and Lee Thompson.

Pictured left to right: Sam Reid (former board member), Mrs. Gressette Pictured left to right: Kelley Mims (Head of School), Ann Glover, and
(former faculty), and Rosa Reid (former faculty and wife of former board Weyland Burns (both former Headmasters)

member Sam Reid)
TeOeGeEeTeHE*R WE'RE BETTER

In order to properly celebrate the success of the past twenty-five years, our school needed to pay tribute to the dedicated faculty and ad-
ministrations of Wade Hampton Academy, Willington Academy, and Orangeburg Preparatory Schools. The milestone of twenty-five
(continued on page 14)
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OPS Middle School teacher Jill Hinds was one
of four teachers in Orangeburg County hon-
ored by the Orangeburg County Chamber of

]| Commerce and the Rotary Club of Orange-
burg-Morning as an “Outstanding Educator.”
The breakfast was held on January 27th at

]| 7:30 A.M. at St. Andrews United Methodist
Church. Congratulations to Mrs. Hinds in
representing Orangeburg Prep so well!

The Science Department at Orangeburg Prep is excited to announce
that they have started a recycling program at the Upper Campus!
They are currently recycling paper, including cardboard boxes,
reports, writing paper, magazines, newspapers, and index cards.
Paper recycling bins are in every classroom and office. Soon they
will have bins for plastic bottles and alumi-

num cans in the lunch room and in the biol- y—, 9
ogy lab. The Red, Gray, and Green Senior W =
Seminar group and all of the Upper Campus ==

students are taking an active role in their
program. Please send in any of the paper
items listed above with a student, and they
can recycle items in any classroom bin.
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January 20, 2012.............. Graduation accessories ordered

February 3, 2012............... Final payment due for Senior Class trip
February 8, 2012............... Senior class trip meeting for parents

Colleges and universities where some of the Class of 2012 will attend are
USC, USC-Aiken, Newberry, Converse, Coastal Carolina, The Citadel,
Preshyterian College, College of Charleston, Lander, Charleston South-
ern, and North Greenville University!

Thursday,
March 15th

Students set up projects and
judging takes place

Friday,
March 16th

Parents can view projects from
8:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M.

NOTE CHANGE OF DATE!

March 22, 2012

McAlister Gymnasium
8:10 A.Mm.
Parents, grandparents,
aunts, and uncles are invited!
Reception following ceremony in the
Upper Campus canteen

Many thanks go to Mr. Robert Dibble for his donation of the land-
scape material around our new sign at the Upper Campus. He,
along with the Senior class' Pretty Prep committee, came to the
school during the Christmas Break to plant the beautiful hollies and
azaleas. Mr. Dibble donated the plants in memory of Mrs. Frances
Rast, a long-time Science teacher at Wade Hampton Academy.
This kind gesture is such a fitting tribute to Mrs. Rast, who dedi-
cated many years to the success of our students and school. On
behalf of Mrs. Rast’s family and all of the students who she guided,
we want to thank Robert Dibble for this memorial gift.
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WALL OF CHARACTER “Forgiveness” January 2012

Forgiveness is a won-
derful gift when you
receive it. It can be a
difficult gift to offer
another person. For-
“Faro giveness may mean
Mrs Haffmg offering another chance
January 2012 ||to someone, whether or
not he/she seems to
deserve it. Following instructions from the bi-
ble in Matthew 18, we are not to limit how of-
ten we forgive, but to forgive others seventy
times seven. That would be truly difficult for
most of us. But if we follow Jesus Christ’s ex-
ample, that is exactly the kind of loving heart
we are to have. If | think of how much | have
been forgiven during my lifetime, it certainly
makes it easier for me to offer forgiveness to
others who need it. Forgiveness is basically
saying, “ | love you and believe you can do
better.” And don’t we all need to hear those
words more times than we want to admit?

Forgiveness has been de-
fined as being the act of
excusing a fault or of-
fense. To forgive is to
pardon one for their wrong
doings. Forgiveness is a
key factor in today’s soci-
ety; without it we would
be lost. Without forgive-
ness, we would be unable to learn from the
mistakes of others. When we learn from oth-
ers’ mistakes, we are put in the position to grow
and build on our own lives. Gandhi once said,
“The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is
the attribute of the strong.”

Each month, a grade level highlights the trait
of the month. This includes students making
announcements, advertising in the hallways,
and flying the official OC character trait flag
the first few days of the month.

Blast From the Past?

Can you guess this alumnus?
See the back page for the answer!
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STARK FAMILY OF ORANGEBURG TO SERVE AS 2012 MARCH OF DIMES AMBASSADORS

The Stark family understands firsthand what it can mean if a baby is not born healthy. Their triplets were born 6 weeks too soon, which is
great for multiples. Mary Blanche was 4 Ibs. 80zs, Edwin was 4 Ibs. 30zs, and Charles was the smallest at 3 Ibs. 90zs. The boys spent one
night and one day in the NICU at MUSC before being sent to the Level Il nursery. All three babies were transported to the Regional Medical
Center in Orangeburg close to their home. Mary Blanche and Edwin spent one week in the hospital while Charles spent two weeks. Marsh
(Upper School Spanish teacher and coach) and Jennifer Stark (Child Development Center Director) will share their story to help the March
of Dimes raise awareness and funds to help all babies get a healthy start by fighting serious threats to infant health, including premature
birth.

“No parent should have to experience the life-changing
consequences that can result from having a baby born too
soon,” said Jennifer Stark. “That’s why we’re honored
to have this opportunity to help the March of Dimes im-

prove the health of all babies.”

Premature birth touches half a million babies and their
families every year, including 174 babies in South Caro-
lina each week. Babies born too soon are more likely to
die or have disabilities. The March of Dimes is commit-
ted to reducing this toll by funding research to find the
answers to premature birth and providing comfort and

information to families.

March for Babies is the March of Dimes premier fund-
raising event that benefits all babies—those born healthy as well as those who need help to survive and thrive. In Orangeburg and Calhoun
Counties, March for Babies will take place on April 14, 2012, at 8:30 A.M. at The Art Center in Edisto Memorial Gardens. Orangeburg and
Calhoun County residents can sign up today to help fund lifesaving research and educational programs aimed at reaching the goal of giving
every baby a healthy start. Funds raised by this March for Babies event support research and grants awarded to programs that improve infant

and maternal health in South Carolina.

The Stark family invites the Orangeburg and Calhoun communities to register for March for Babies at marchforbabies.org or calling 803-
403-8525 to sign up as an individual, start a corporate, family or friends team, or donate to help babies be born healthy. March for Babies is

sponsored locally by the Regional Medical Center.

The March for Babies is sponsored nationally by the March of Dimes number one corporate supporter Kmart, Farmers Insurance Group,

CIGNA, Continental Airlines, Famous Footwear, FedEX, First Response, and Mission Pharmacal.

The March of Dimes is the leading nonprofit organization for pregnancy and baby health. With chapters nationwide and its premier event,
March for Babies the March of Dimes works to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature birth and infant mortal-

ity. For the latest resources and information, visit marchofdimes.com or nacersano.org.
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Heping Thase in Need e

. FCS sold snacks at school and raised money to sponsor a needy family. We

| bought coats, games, a watch, and sporting goods for three children in the
Orangeburg area. Pictured are Mrs. Sandifer, Mikey O'Cain, Sam O'Cain, Riley
Frierson, and Stefanie O’Cain. We are planning to go to the Winter Jam Concert
in Columbia on Friday, March 9th, and everyone is invited!

Orangeburg County Relay for Life

had the annual kickoff on Thursday, January 5th, at TRMC. Our own
Celia Richardson, OPS Media Specialist (pictured left), was the key-
note speaker and inspired the entire audience with her message while
Melissa Sammies, Upper Campus Student Services Secretary,
(pictured right) sang an inspirational song from the play "Tarzan.”
Fantastic job, ladies! You represent OPS well!

The Preschool Department decided in October to adopt the “Meals on Wheels” program as their Community Outreach Service Project.
The chairman of the Orangeburg Council was contacted and was very pleased with our news. She provided a list of items that would
benefit the senior home-bound residents. A letter was prepared with these items and sent home with the preschoolers. The donations
included canned goods, toiletries, paper products, crossword puzzles, candy, blankets, etc. These donations and twenty-five decorated
bags were filled with treats for the residents. On December 9th, Mrs. Pendarvis came to OPS and spoke to the preschoolers. She ex-

plained to them how many of these residents would receive this package as their Christmas gift. The children listened to her speak and
beamed with pride at a job well done!
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Will Evans, Class of 2001married Anna Marie Wrightenberry o
Bamberg on November 19, 2011 at First Baptist Churdbaot-
berg. Will graduated from Clemson University with a Baoh of
Science degree in Civil Engineering in 2005. He is the mandger o
Williams Building Supply.
Tripp Love, Class of 2003was married to Rebecca Griffin Man
gum, both of Saint Matthews, S.C., at 8F0Q. on Saturday, De-
cember 31, 2011, at First Baptist Church in Orangel$i@,
Tripp graduated from the University of South Carolina sneim-
ployed by Love Mechanical. The couple will reside in Saint-Mat
thews, S.C.

el

Alumni Basketball Games were held on Friday, November 25theadticAlister gymnasium beginning at 6:00 pm. It wésra laid-
back evening. We hope to make this an annual event, so kelepding evening after Thanksgiving in mind to join in.

Our women's Alumni Team (red jerseys) was made up dfeft to right back row): Lisa Nichols Weeks, Whitnelidad, Sallie Cov-
ington, Erin Strong Causey, Megan Chaplin Stambaugh, bodd& Bozard Files. Left to right front row: Coach Jamu&enmire,
Brandy McRae, Kate Edwards, Barkley Stoudenmire, and Haley Bozard.

Our men's Alumni Team (white jerseys) was made up dleft to right): Steve Code, Evan Salley, Ralph FaullMghael Salley,
Brett Bethune, Robert McCurry, Zack Huggins, and Chip Seram

These teams played against some of our current varsityagildoys and both alumni teams WON! This just goekdw shat these
alumni still have the moves. Thank you to all who pagrtited and to those who came to support them.
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